Grant information – taken from  http://www.turn2us.org.uk
ENERGY DEBTS
British Gas Energy Trust

Domestic customers of British Gas or Scottish Gas can apply for a grant to the Trust. People who are not account holders but live in a home which is supplied by British Gas or Scottish Gas, for example lodgers who pay gas and electricity as part of their rent, can also apply for a grant.

Application forms can be downloaded from the website or you can call to request one by post. Proof of income and of being a British Gas or Scottish Gas customer must be provided. Successful applicants can reapply after two years. Unsuccessful applicants can reapply after six months.

Who Can Apply?

Domestic customers of British Gas or Scottish Gas can apply for a grant to the Trust. People who are not account holders but live in a home which is supplied by British Gas or Scottish Gas, for example lodgers who pay gas and electricity as part of their rent, can also apply for a grant.

Types of Grant

It can help cover arrears of domestic gas or electricity charges and other domestic bills and costs.

Exclusions

The Trust does not provide loans or give help with bills that have already been paid or items that have already been bought. It cannot help pay off criminal offence fines, over payment of benefits, business debts, catalogue debts, credit cards, personal loans or any other forms of non-secured lending.

How Can I Apply?

Application forms can be downloaded from the website or you can call to request one by post. Proof of income and of being a British Gas or Scottish Gas customer must be provided. Successful applicants can reapply after two years. Unsuccessful applicants can reapply after six months.

Can I Apply Direct?

Yes

Contact Details

British Gas Energy Trust
PO Box 42
Peterborough
PE3 8XH
Telephone 01733 421 060
Website http://www.britishgasenergytrust.org.uk
EDF Energy Trust

Domestic customers of EDF Energy including the brands formerly known as London Energy, SWEB Energy and Seeboard Energy can apply for a grant to the Trust. People who are not account holders but live in a home which is supplied by EDF Energy, for example lodgers who pay gas and electricity as part of their rent, can also apply for a grant.

Application forms can be downloaded from the website or you can call to request one by post. Proof of income must be provided. Successful applicants can reapply after two years. Unsuccessful applicants can reapply after six months.

Who Can Apply?

Domestic customers of EDF Energy including the brands formerly known as London Energy, SWEB Energy and Seeboard Energy can apply for a grant to the Trust. People who are not account holders but live in a home which is supplied by EDF Energy, for example lodgers who pay gas and electricity as part of their rent, can also apply for a grant.

Types of Grant

It can help cover arrears of domestic gas or electricity charges and other domestic bills and costs.

Exclusions

The Trust does not provide loans or give help with bills that have already been paid or items that have already been bought. It cannot help pay off criminal offence fines, over payment of benefits, business debts, catalogue debts, credit cards, personal loans or any other forms of non-secured lending.

How Can I Apply?

Application forms can be downloaded from the website or you can call to request one by post. Proof of income must be provided. Successful applicants can reapply after two years. Unsuccessful applicants can reapply after six months.

Can I Apply Direct?

Yes

Contact Details

EDF Energy Trust
PO BOX 42
Peterborough
PE3 8XH
Telephone 01733 421 060
Website http://www.edfenergytrust.org.uk
HOLIDAYS 

Chronicle Cinderella Fund

Children who are disadvantaged, aged under 18 and live in Lancashire (pre-1974 boundaries, including Manchester and Liverpool) can apply for a grant.

To apply contact the Clerk to the Trustees by telephone to get an application form. Applications should be referred by schools, child guidance clinics or other welfare agencies or voluntary bodies. Applications are considered quarterly, usually in January, April, July and October. No response is made without an SAE.

Who Can Apply?

Children who are disadvantaged, aged under 18 and live in Lancashire (pre-1974 boundaries, including Manchester and Liverpool) can apply for a grant.

Types of Grant

Grants range from £50 to £300 to enable single-parent families to have a holiday. Grants are given to individual children to allow them to go on group holidays and to children and mothers for family holidays on referral from agencies.

How Can I Apply?

To apply contact the Clerk to the Trustees by telephone to get an application form. Applications should be referred by schools, child guidance clinics or other welfare agencies or voluntary bodies. Applications are considered quarterly, usually in January, April, July and October. No response is made without an SAE.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Clerk to the Trustees
Chronicle Cinderella Fund
Community Futures
15 Victoria Road
Fulwood
PR2 8PS
Telephone 01772 718 710
Fax 01772 900 250
Email ccl@communityfutures.org.uk
Website http://www.communityfutures.org.uk
Family Holiday Association

Families with at least one child aged between 3 and 18 who are unable to take a holiday due to financial hardship can apply to the Association for help.

Applications to the fund must be made by a welfare agency, social worker or similar professional body. Applications made by individuals will not be considered.

Who Can Apply?

Families with at least one child aged between 3 and 18 who are unable to take a holiday due to financial hardship can apply to the Association for help.

Types of Grant

One-off grants are given to help cover the costs of a holiday.

Exclusions

Grants are not made for those who have taken a holiday within the last 4 years.

How Can I Apply?

Applications to the fund must be made by a welfare agency, social worker or similar professional body. Applications made by individuals will not be considered.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Family Holiday Association
16 Mortimer Street
London
W1T 3JL
Telephone 020 7436 3304
Fax 020 7323 7299
Email info@familyholidayassociation.org.uk
Website http://www.fhaonline.org.uk
Pearson's Holiday Fund

The Fund gives grants to help disadvantaged children and young people aged between four and 16 years (inclusive) in families on benefit-level income who live in the UK.

Grants can be applied for in writing (enclosing an SAE) to the Pearson's Holiday Fund. The Fund does not deal directly with families or children/young people, so applications must be submitted by an appropriate third party, such as a social worker, health visitor, teacher or doctor. The application should have full regard to the Fund's "Guidance Notes re Applications for Grants", which may be viewed on the Fund's website.

Who Can Apply?

The Fund gives grants to help disadvantaged children and young people aged between four and 16 years (inclusive) in families on benefit-level income who live in the UK.

Types of Grant

Grants are given for holidays, outings and group respite activities in the UK that give an opportunity for the child/young person to be away from their normal environment. The maximum grant per individual is £75. Grants can be one-off and annual, although a new application is required each year.

Exclusions

No grants are given for holidays and/or respite activities outside the UK, or for people who live outside the UK.

How Can I Apply?

Grants can be applied for in writing (enclosing an SAE) to the Pearson's Holiday Fund. The Fund does not deal directly with families or children/young people, so applications must be submitted by an appropriate third party, such as a social worker, health visitor, teacher or doctor. The application should have full regard to the Fund's "Guidance Notes re Applications for Grants", which may be viewed on the Fund's website.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

General Secretary
Pearson's Holiday Fund
PO Box 3017
South Croydon
CR2 9PN
Telephone 020 8657 3053
Email general.secretary@pearsonsholidayfund.org
Website http://www.pearsonsholidayfund.org
PORVERTY/HARDSHIP
Dibs Charitable Trust

People in need can apply to the Trust for help.

Applications should be made in writing to the Trust via a Citizens Advice Bureau or social worker. Applications are considered throughout the year.

Who Can Apply?

People in need can apply to the Trust for help.

Types of Grant

One-off grants can be made to relieve immediate hardship. These range from £25 to £250. No pensions or regular payments are made by the Trust.

Exclusions

Grants are not given to help pay for education, overseas travel, holidays, clothing, funerals or group activities.

How Can I Apply?

Applications should be made in writing to the Trust via a Citizens Advice Bureau or social worker. Applications are considered throughout the year.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Dibs Charitable Trust
c/o 12 City Forum
250 City Road
London
EC1V 8AF

Francis Winham Foundation

People of retirement age who are in need and live in England can apply for a grant.

To apply, write to the Foundation explaining your circumstances and needs. Applications must be submitted through social services, a citizens advice bureau or another welfare agency.

Who Can Apply?

People of retirement age who are in need and live in England can apply for a grant.

Types of Grant

One-off grants are available for people in a time of crisis or for needs such as medical care, equipment, house repairs and improvements and respite for carers.

Exclusions

No grants are given towards debts or administration costs.

How Can I Apply?

To apply, write to the Foundation explaining your circumstances and needs. Applications must be submitted through social services, a citizens advice bureau or another welfare agency.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Francis Winham Foundation
41 Langton Street
London
SW10 0JL

Friends of the Elderly

People in need who are over 60 years of age, on a low income and with limited savings can apply for a grant. Applicants must be in receipt of a state benefit such as Pension Credit. Older homeless people over the age of 50 can also apply. Priority is given to those people who are not eligible for help from any other trade, professional or Service benevolent fund.

To apply contact Welfare and Grant Giving on the below contact details with your enquiry and an application form can be sent once confirmation Friends of the Elderly Criteria is met. Applications must be made by a third party organisation such as Social Services, Age Concern, Citizens Advice Bureau etc. You will need to provide details of your need, your employment background (and your spouse's if applicable), and any military service history.

Who Can Apply?

People in need who are over 60 years of age, on a low income and with limited savings can apply for a grant. Applicants must be in receipt of a state benefit such as Pension Credit. Older homeless people over the age of 50 can also apply. Priority is given to those people who are not eligible for help from any other trade, professional or Service benevolent fund.

Types of Grant

One-off grants are available. Grants are given for essential items such as mobility aids, clothing, furniture, household appliances and property repairs and adaptations. Payment is given to the organisation or company providing the item or service. Payment is not made directly to the individual.

Exclusions

No grants are given for funeral expenses, telephone bills, council tax or residential/nursing home fees. Loans are not given. Grants can not be considered for services or items already obtained.

How Can I Apply?

To apply contact Welfare and Grant Giving on the below contact details with your enquiry and an application form can be sent once confirmation Friends of the Elderly Criteria is met. Applications must be made by a third party organisation such as Social Services, Age Concern, Citizens Advice Bureau etc. You will need to provide details of your need, your employment background (and your spouse's if applicable), and any military service history.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Welfare and Grant Giving
Friends of the Elderly
40–42 Ebury Street
London
SW1W 0LZ
Telephone 020 7730 8263
Fax 020 7259 0154
Email wagg@fote.org.uk
Website http://www.fote.org.uk
Heinz, Anna and Carol Kroch Foundation

We support individuals of any age who are suffering from severe poverty and financial hardship, who have ongoing medical problems or have fled domestic situations. 

Applications must be made by letter, with a supporting letter from a medical or welfare professional if possible. Applications should include full financial information including income and expenditure. Alternatively, please send an email to hakf50@hotmail.com. 

Who Can Apply?

We support individuals of any age who are suffering from severe poverty and financial hardship, who have ongoing medical problems or have fled domestic situations. 

Types of Grant

One-off grants up to £500 are available. Grants are given towards a range of living costs, including travelling to hospital, other hospital expenses, medical and disability equipment, help in the home, household bills, furniture, clothing and food.

Exclusions

No grants are given for education or holidays.

How Can I Apply?

Applications must be made by letter, with a supporting letter from a medical or welfare professional if possible. Applications should include full financial information including income and expenditure. Alternatively, please send an email to hakf50@hotmail.com. 

Can I Apply Direct?

Yes

Contact Details

Administrator
Heinz, Anna and Carol Kroch Foundation
PO Box 5
Bentham
LA2 7XA
Telephone 01524 263001
Fax 01524 262721

Hunt and Almshouse Charities

People who are in need and live in England can apply for a grant. Hunt and Almshouse Charities have a number of small trusts, each of which has different eligibility criteria. Applicants must usually receive state pension or be disabled and receiving statutory benefit.

To apply contact Hunt and Almshouse Charities who will provide an application form. Applications must be submitted through a citizens advice bureau or another welfare agency. You will need to give full details of your financial circumstances.

Who Can Apply?

People who are in need and live in England can apply for a grant. Hunt and Almshouse Charities have a number of small trusts, each of which has different eligibility criteria. Applicants must usually receive state pension or be disabled and receiving statutory benefit.

Types of Grant

One-off grants of up to £500 are available. Grants are given towards essential household items such as furniture and appliances, computer equipment, and mobility equipment such as wheelchairs, scooters and adapted vehicles.

How Can I Apply?

To apply contact Hunt and Almshouse Charities who will provide an application form. Applications must be submitted through a citizens advice bureau or another welfare agency. You will need to give full details of your financial circumstances.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Hunt and Almshouse Charities
Skinners’ Hall
8 Dowgate Hill
London
EC4R 2SP
Telephone 020 7236 5629
Fax 020 7236 6590
Email charitiesadmin@skinners.org.uk
Website http://www.skinnershall.co.uk
Mary Strand Charitable Trust

People who are in need due to sickness, poverty or old age can apply to the Trust for a grant.

Applications must be made in writing, usually by a priest, a charity or a welfare agency on behalf of the individual.

Who Can Apply?

People who are in need due to sickness, poverty or old age can apply to the Trust for a grant.

Types of Grant

Small one-off grants are available.

How Can I Apply?

Applications must be made in writing, usually by a priest, a charity or a welfare agency on behalf of the individual.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Mary Strand Charitable Trust
Gabriel Communications
1st Floor, St James Building
Oxford Street
Manchester
M1 6FP


HOMELESSNESS

Housing the Homeless Central Fund

People who are either homeless or have serious accommodation problems can apply to the Fund for help. Priority may be given to expectant parents or those with children.

Applications will only be accepted from a social worker on a form available from the Fund and decisions are generally made within one week. Telephone calls cannot be accepted.

Who Can Apply?

People who are either homeless or have serious accommodation problems can apply to the Fund for help. Priority may be given to expectant parents or those with children.

Types of Grant

One-off grants of around £300 are available to help pay for essential household items. Recurrent grants are not available.

Exclusions

Grants are not available to help pay for holidays, travel costs, vehicles, education, structural improvements, computers or televisions.

How Can I Apply?

Applications will only be accepted from a social worker on a form available from the Fund and decisions are generally made within one week. Telephone calls cannot be accepted.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Clerk to the Trustees
Housing the Homeless Central Fund
2 Evershed House
24 Old Castle Street
London
E1 7NU

NCDS Trust

Divorced, separated and widowed people in need who live in the UK are eligible.

Grant application forms can be obtained from the NCDS and should be requested by sending a written request accompanied by a self addressed envelope. These can then be submitted by the individual or through a social worker, citizens advice bureau or other welfare agency. Applications are considered every six to eight weeks, although urgent cases can be considered between meetings.

Who Can Apply?

Divorced, separated and widowed people in need who live in the UK are eligible.

Types of Grant

One-off grants are given according to need.

How Can I Apply?

Grant application forms can be obtained from the NCDS and should be requested by sending a written request accompanied by a self addressed envelope. These can then be submitted by the individual or through a social worker, citizens advice bureau or other welfare agency. Applications are considered every six to eight weeks, although urgent cases can be considered between meetings.

Can I Apply Direct?

Yes

Contact Details

Trust Secretary
The National Council for the Divorced and Separated Trust
PO Box 6
Kingswinford
DY6 8YS
Telephone 01142 726 331
Website http://www.ncds.org.uk
Newby Trust

If you have financial or medical welfare needs that cannot be met by statutory agencies, you can apply to the Newby Trust for assistance.

Social services or other welfare agencies or charities must apply on behalf of an individual. Details of the applicant's financial situation, background and medical needs will be requested.

Who Can Apply?

If you have financial or medical welfare needs that cannot be met by statutory agencies, you can apply to the Newby Trust for assistance.

Types of Grant

The Trust can give one-off grants of up to £200 towards essential costs.

Exclusions

The Trust cannot provide the full cost of larger items, such as washing machines.

How Can I Apply?

Social services or other welfare agencies or charities must apply on behalf of an individual. Details of the applicant's financial situation, background and medical needs will be requested.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Newby Trust Limited
Hill Farm
Froxfield
Petersfield
GU32 1BQ

Salvation Army

People in immediate need can apply for financial assistance from the Salvation Army.

Write to your regional Salvation Army office. You can find out where this is on the website or in a telephone directory. Applications must be supported by a medical or welfare professional and relevant financial and medical information must be included.

Who Can Apply?

People in immediate need can apply for financial assistance from the Salvation Army.

Types of Grant

One-off grants can be provided, in the form of urgent practical assistance.

Exclusions

No grants can be given for education, except to prisoners.

How Can I Apply?

Write to your regional Salvation Army office. You can find out where this is on the website or in a telephone directory. Applications must be supported by a medical or welfare professional and relevant financial and medical information must be included.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Salvation Army
London Central Division
2nd Floor, 33-35 Kings Exchange
Tileyard Road
London
N7 9AH

St Jude's Trust

Disabled or disadvantaged people can apply for financial assistance from St Jude's Trust.

Applications will only be considered if received in writing at the Trust's address. Applications are considered twice a year. Unsuccessful applicants are not informed.

Who Can Apply?

Disabled or disadvantaged people can apply for financial assistance from St Jude's Trust.

Types of Grant

Grants to organisations are more common, but some one-off grants may be made to individuals.

How Can I Apply?

Applications will only be considered if received in writing at the Trust's address. Applications are considered twice a year. Unsuccessful applicants are not informed.

Can I Apply Direct?

Yes

Contact Details

St Jude's Trust
c/o Arnold Fooks Chadwick
15 Bolton Street
Piccadilly
London
W1J 8AR
Thomas Betton's Charity 

People on very low incomes who are in financial need can apply to the Charity for help.

An application form is available from the Charity upon sending an SAE. Completed forms should be submitted by a social worker along with an SAE and are considered throughout the year.

Who Can Apply?

People on very low incomes who are in financial need can apply to the Charity for help.

Types of Grant

One-off grants of between £100 and £250 can be made to help pay for essential household equipment such as furniture or bedding.

Exclusions

Grants are not available to help pay for large household items costing above £50, holidays, travel expenses, entertainment equipment, funerals, medical expenses, education, structural improvements, television licenses or rent debts.

How Can I Apply?

An application form is available from the Charity upon sending an SAE. Completed forms should be submitted by a social worker along with an SAE and are considered throughout the year.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Charities Administrator
Thomas Betton's Charity for Pensions and Relief in Need
Ironmonger’s Hall
Barbican
London
EC2Y 8AA
Telephone 020 7776 2311
Fax 020 7600 3519

DISABILITY

Independent Living Funds

Disabled people who are between 16 and 64 years old and who are currently receiving the highest rate care component of Disability Living Allowance, or Constant Attendance Allowance, can apply for an award from the Independent Living Funds (ILF). A person must apply before their 65th birthday. The ILF provides regular direct payments to enable a person to employ personal and domestic care assistance. We do not provide emergency loans or payments for equipment, etc.

You can get an application form from the website, call or email the ILF for one, or get one from your local authority's social work department.

Who Can Apply?

Disabled people who are between 16 and 64 years old and who are currently receiving the highest rate care component of Disability Living Allowance, or Constant Attendance Allowance, can apply for an award from the Independent Living Funds (ILF). A person must apply before their 65th birthday. The ILF provides regular direct payments to enable a person to employ personal and domestic care assistance. We do not provide emergency loans or payments for equipment, etc.

Types of Grant

The ILF can provide an award of up to £455 per week towards the cost of care that enables the applicant to live at home. Money can be used to pay the wages of privately employed personal assistants or the cost of a care agency.

Exclusions

The ILF cannot help with any items of disability equipment or household adaptations. It cannot be used to pay for care provided by a close relative or partner living in the same household.

How Can I Apply?

You can get an application form from the website, call or email the ILF for one, or get one from your local authority's social work department.

Can I Apply Direct?

Yes

Contact Details

Independent Living Funds
PO Box 7525
Nottingham
NG2 4ZT
Telephone 0845 601 8815
Fax 0115 945 0948
Email funds@ilf.org.uk
Website http://www.ilf.org.uk
Ogilvie Charities

Any social services department or similar agency referring a UK resident who is experiencing straitened circumstances.

The Trustees will not accept applications from members of the general public, but only from social workers, health visitors or similar staff, who are able to confirm the need, weekly income and outgoings, full costed details of the individual items required and which other agencies are assisting with funding. Applications can be considered at any time and should be in writing. Grants, if an award is made, will always be made to the referring agency and not to the client directly. 

Who Can Apply?

Any social services department or similar agency referring a UK resident who is experiencing straitened circumstances.

Types of Grant

One-off grants in the region of £100 to £250 are available for essential items required for everyday living and which cannot be provided by local authorities eg. beds, bedding, cookers, fridge/freezers etc.

Exclusions

Non UK residents. Debts already accrued. Home adaptations and improvements.

How Can I Apply?

The Trustees will not accept applications from members of the general public, but only from social workers, health visitors or similar staff, who are able to confirm the need, weekly income and outgoings, full costed details of the individual items required and which other agencies are assisting with funding. Applications can be considered at any time and should be in writing. Grants, if an award is made, will always be made to the referring agency and not to the client directly. 

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Ogilvie Charities
The Gate House
9 Burkitt Road
Woodbridge
IP12 4JJ
Telephone 01394 388 746

MENTAL HEALTH

Matthew Trust

If you have a mental health problem and are in financial need, you may be eligible for a grant.

Applications should be made by professional agencies (e.g. health or social care workers or advice agencies such as Citizens Advice) only, not by individuals. The Matthew Trust is a ‘last-stop’ agency and will only consider applications when all other avenues of funding, statutory and voluntary, have been exhausted and then only where a care programme has been established. The Trust aims to provide a response within 14 days.

Who Can Apply?

If you have a mental health problem and are in financial need, you may be eligible for a grant.

Types of Grant

Limited help is available for people who have mental health problems.

How Can I Apply?

Applications should be made by professional agencies (e.g. health or social care workers or advice agencies such as Citizens Advice) only, not by individuals. The Matthew Trust is a ‘last-stop’ agency and will only consider applications when all other avenues of funding, statutory and voluntary, have been exhausted and then only where a care programme has been established. The Trust aims to provide a response within 14 days.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Matthew Trust
PO Box 604
London
SW6 3AG

RELATIVES AND DEPENDENTS OF PRISONERS
Michael and Shirley Hunt Charitable Trust 

Relatives and dependants of prisoners, such as their spouses and children, can apply to the Trust for financial assistance.

Individuals must apply in writing to the Trust.

Who Can Apply?

Relatives and dependants of prisoners, such as their spouses and children, can apply to the Trust for financial assistance.

Types of Grant

The Trust offers grants ranging between £20 to £120, to help meet the welfare needs of families. Grants are also given for travel expenses, to prisoners on care leave.

How Can I Apply?

Individuals must apply in writing to the Trust.

Can I Apply Direct?

No

Contact Details

Trustees
Michael and Shirley Hunt Charitable Trust
Ansty House
Henfield Road
Small Dole
BN5 9XH

